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where all the men who graduate are taken into the
government service, is by far the best. In fact, it is
difficult to see, in a government school, which leads
to no career but the service of the State, what is the
meaning or object of a degree which does not entitle
the holder to enter that service. There ought to
be no difficulty in keeping up a sufficient emulation
in scholarship by the prospect of seniority of rank,
and by other devices, and, indeed, the obtaining
of a degree is unavoidably in itself to some extent
competitive.
Size of the College
A really serious difficulty is likely to arise from
the small number of men required; for there can be
no doubt that the English principle of managing
Asiatic colonies is the right one, that of having few
officials, but insisting that they shall be of very high
grade, and paying them well. It is not easy to say
just how many officials it would be necessary to
recruit annually for the Philippines, but an estimate
can be made by a comparison, on the one hand, with
the Straits Settlements and the Federated Malay
States, in which, owing to the small number of inhabi-
tants, the number of officials would be greater in pro-
portion to the population than in the Philippines, and,
on the other, with Java and the other Dutch Indies,
where, owing to the density of the population, the
number of officials would be less in proportion to the
inhabitants. An estimate obtained in this way is far